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ENGLISH 
 

The Friendly Mongoose 
Once a farmer and his wife lived in a village with their small son. They loved him 
very much. “We must have a pet,” the farmer said to his wife one day. “When our 
son grows up, he will need a companion. This pet will be our son’s companion.” 
His wife liked the idea. One evening, the farmer brought with him a tiny 
mongoose. “It’s a baby mongoose,” said his wife, “but will soon be fully grown. He 
will be a friend to our son.” Both the baby and the mongoose grew. In five or six 
months the mongoose had grown to its full size — a lovely animal with two 
shining black eyes and a bushy tail. The farmer’s son was still a baby in the cradle, 
sleeping and crying alternately. 
One day, the farmer’s wife wanted to go to the market. She fed the baby and 
rocked him to sleep in his little cradle. Picking up the basket, she said to her 
husband, “I’m off to the bazar. The baby is sleeping. Keep an eye on him. Frankly, 
I don’t like to leave the child alone with the mongoose.” “You needn’t be afraid,” 
said the farmer. “The mongoose is a friendly animal. It’s as sweet as our baby and 
they are the best of friends, you know.”  
The wife went away, and the farmer, having nothing to do in the house, decided 
to go out and take a look at his fields not far away. He ran into some friends on 
the way back and didn’t return for quite some time.  
The farmer’s wife finished her shopping and came back home with a basketful of 
groceries. She saw the mongoose sitting outside as if waiting for her. On seeing 
her he ran to welcome her, as was customary. The farmer’s wife took one look at 
the mongoose and screamed. “Blood!” she cried. The face and paws of the 
mongoose were smeared with blood.“ 
You wicked animal! You have killed my baby,” she screamed hysterically. She was 
blind with rage and with all her strength brought down the heavy basket full of 
groceries on the blood-smeared mongoose and ran inside to the child’s cradle. 
The baby was fast asleep. But on the floor lay a black snake torn and bleeding. In 
a flash she realised what had happened. She ran out looking for the mongoose. 
“Oh! You saved my child! You killed the snake! What have I done?” she cried 
touching the mongoose, who lay dead and still, unaware of her sobbing. The 
farmer’s wife, who had acted hastily and rashly, stared long at the dead 



mongoose. Then she heard the baby crying. Wiping her tears, she went in to feed 
him.  

a story from The Panchatantra 

Questions 
1. Why did the farmer bring a baby mongoose into the house? 
2. Why didn’t the farmer’s wife want to leave the baby alone with the mongoose? 
3. What was the farmer’s comment on his wife’s fears?  
4. Why did the farmer’s wife strike the mongoose with her basket? 
5. Did she repent her hasty action? How does she show her repentance? 
6.Do you have a pet — a cat or a dog? If not, would you like one? How would you 
look after it? Are you for or against keeping birds in a cage as pets?Write. 

MATHEMATICS 
1. Fill in the blanks: 

 (a) 1 lakh = _______ ten thousand. 
 (b) 1 million = _______ hundred thousand. 
 (c) 1 crore = _______ ten lakh. 
 (d) 1 crore = _______ million. 
 (e) 1 million = _______ lakh.  

2. Place commas correctly and write the numerals:  
(a) Seventy three lakh seventy five thousand three hundred seven.  
(b) Nine crore five lakh forty one.  
(c) Seven crore fifty two lakh twenty one thousand three hundred two. 
 (d) Fifty eight million four hundred twenty three thousand two hundred two. 
 (e) Twenty three lakh thirty thousand ten.  
3. Insert commas suitably and write the names according to Indian System of 
Numeration : 
 (a) 87595762  (b) 8546283  (c) 99900046  (d) 98432701  
4. Insert commas suitably and write the names according to International System 
of Numeration :  
(a) 78921092  (b) 7452283   (c) 99985102 (d) 48049831 
5. A book exhibition was held for four days in a school. The number of tickets sold 
at the counter on the first, second, third and final day was respectively 1094, 
1812, 2050 and 2751. Find the total number of tickets sold on all the four days. 
6. Shekhar is a famous cricket player. He has so far scored 6980 runs in test 
matches. He wishes to complete 10,000 runs. How many more runs does he 
need?  



7. In an election, the successful candidate registered 5,77,500 votes and his 
nearest rival secured 3,48,700 votes. By what margin did the successful candidate 
win the election? 
8. Kirti bookstore sold books worth ` 2,85,891 in the first week of June and books 
worth ` 4,00,768 in the second week of the month. How much was the sale for 
the two weeks together? In which week was the sale greater and by how much? 
9. Find the difference between the greatest and the least 5-digit number that can 
be written using the digits 6, 2, 7, 4, 3 each only once. 
10. A machine, on an average, manufactures 2,825 screws a day. How many 
screws did it produce in the month of January 2006? 
11. A merchant had ` 78,592 with her. She placed an order for purchasing 40 radio 
sets at ` 1200 each. How much money will remain with her after the purchase? 
12. A student multiplied 7236 by 65 instead of multiplying by 56. By how much 
was his answer greater than the correct answer? (Hint: Do you need to do both 
the multiplications?) 
13. To stitch a shirt, 2 m 15 cm cloth is needed. Out of 40 m cloth, how many 
shirts can be stitched and how much cloth will remain? (Hint: convert data in cm.) 
14. Medicine is packed in boxes, each weighing 4 kg 500g. How many such boxes 
can be loaded in a van which cannot carry beyond 800 kg? 
 15. The distance between the school and a student’s house is 1 km 875 m. 
Everyday she walks both ways. Find the total distance covered by her in six days. 
16. A vessel has 4 litres and 500 ml of curd. In how many glasses, each of 25 ml 
capacity, can it be filled?  

SCIENCE 
 

FOOD: WHERE DOES IT COME FROM? 

• There is a lot of variation in the food eaten in different regions of India, like South 

Indians prefer dosa, idli and sambhar, people living in Bengal prefers fish and 

rice, Rajesthani people prefer dal-bhati and so on 

• To prepare a food we need different kinds of ingredients like to cook vegetable 

curry we need different kinds of vegetables, salt, spices oil and so on 

• Plants are animals are the two sources of our food materials 

• Milk, egg, meat, chicken, fish, prawn, beef, pork etc. are the food products that 

we get from animals 



• Grain, cereals, vegetables and, fruits comes from plants and plants 

products. 

• We eat leafy vegetable, fruits, and some parts of plants like stem and 

roots. 

• Honey bees collect nectar from flowers, convert it into honey and 

store it in their hive. Flowers and their nectar may be available only 

for a part of year so, bees store their nectar for their use throughout 

the year. 

• Animals that feed on plants are called herbivores animals like cow, 

goat, deer... 

• Animals that feed on other animals are called carnivores animals like 

lion, tiger,... 

• Animals that feed on both plants and animals are called omnivores 

animals like human beings, rats, bears etc. 

• 1. Do you find that all living beings need the same kind of food? 

2. Name five plants and their parts that we eat. 
3. Does everyone around you get enough food to eat? If not, why? 
4. What are the ways we can think of to avoid wastage of food? 
5. Match the items given in Column A with that in Column B 

    

               Column A                Column B 
Milk, curd, paneer,ghee       eat other animals 

 
Spinach, cauliflower, carrot eat plants and plant products 

Lions and tigers are vegetables 

Herbivores are all animal products 
,  

6. You must have seen a garden lizard around your home. Next time whenever 
you see it, observe carefully and find out what it takes for food. Is the food 
different from that of a house lizard? 
7. Make a list (with pictures, when possible) of food items generally taken by 
people of different regions of India. Place these on a large outline map of India to 
display in your classroom. 



8. Find out the names of plants that grow in water and which are eaten 
as food. 
9.. Prepare some sprouts of moong as discussed in the chapter. Wash them in 
water everyday and drain all the water. Let them grow for a week until the whole 
of the seeds grow into young plants. Measure the lengths of the sprouts everyday 
using a string. Take care that they do not break. Prepare a bar graph of the 
number of sprouts having lengths in different r 4. 10.Fill up the blanks with the 
words given: 

herbivore,  plant,  milk,  sugarcane,  carnivore 
(a) Tiger is a ____________________ because it eats only meat. 
(b) Deer eats only plant products and so, is called ______________. 
(c) Parrot eats only _________________ products. 
(d) The ________________ that we drink, which comes from cows, buffaloes and 
goats is an animal product. 
(e) We get sugar from ___________________.  
11. Complete the Table 
 
        Name of the animal 
 

       Food the animal eats 
 

Buffalo 
 

Grass, oilcake, hay, grains 
 

Cat Small animals, birds, milk 
 

Rat  

Lion  
Tiger  

Spider  

House Lizard  
Cow  

Human Beings  
Butterfly  

Crow  
 
 


